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Standards: 

Essential Question: To what extent was the “era of good feelings” a period of national harmony? 

“A high and honorable feeling generally prevails, and the people begin to assume, 

more and more, a national character, and to look at home for the only means, 

under divine goodness, of preserving their religion and liberty.” 

~Hezekiah Niles (1815) 

 

Read pages xxx and answer the following in complete sentences in your notes. 

1. What is this time period generally referred to as? 
2. What were the positive characteristics of the era? 
3. What were the negative aspects of the era? 
4. What was the general view of cultural Nationalism? 
5. What was the goal of the tariff of 1816? 
6. What were the 3 goals of the American System? Explain each 
7. What was the political effect of the 1819 Panic? 
8. What were the main political positions of the Democratic-Republican Party? 

Complete the following Activities 

1. Based on the documents, state one way the Erie Canal affected the economic growth of New 
York State. 

2. Based on the documents, state one way the Erie Canal affected the economic growth of New 
York City. 
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3. According to this chart, how many days did it take to ship freight from New York City to Buffalo 
using the Erie Canal? 

4. Using information from the chart, state two economic advantages of using the Erie Canal 
instead of dirt roads to transport freight during the canal era.  

5. Based on the map, state one way the Erie Canal was important to the economic growth of the 
United States. 

 

Based on the information above write a thesis response to the following prompt: 

To what extent did the U.S. experience economic, political and social change during Jefferson’s 
Administration? 

 

Read Pages xxx and answer the questions that follow 

9. What power was given to the government in the McCulloch v. Maryland case? 
10. What power was established in the Gibbons v. Ogden case? 
11. Generally speaking, in all the cases, what is Marshall doing? 
12. What factors led to an increase in western migration? 
13. What issue divided the western states? 
14. Why was Missouri a troublesome state to admit? 
15. What where the three parts of Henry Clay’s Compromise of 1820 (aka Missouri Compromise) 

Complete the following Activities 

1. Based on these documents, what were two effects the Missouri Compromise had on the nation? 
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Read Pages xxx and answer the questions that follow 

16. What allowed the U.S. to attempt to seize Florida? 
17. What did the Adams-Onis treaty give the U.S.? 
18. What prompted the Monroe Doctrine? 
19. Who was its real author? 
20. What did the Monroe doctrine declare? 
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Complete the following activity 

1. For the document answer the 
following questions 

a. Who is the author? 
b. Who is the speaker? 
c. Where was the speech given? 
d. What was happening around 

the world at the time of the 
speech? 

e. Who is President Monroe 
addressing?  Who does he 
think is listening? 

f. What message or warning is 
President Monroe delivering? 
Why? 

g. How does President Monroe’s 
doctrine / policy differ from 
earlier Presidents? 

 

21. What were some reasons for the 
population growth of the country? 

22. How did roads stimulate growth? 
23. What canal helped the west grow? 
24. What was the significance of the 

Clermont? 
25. What five factors led to the growth of 

industry? 
26. What two inventions did Eli Whitney invent? 
27. What was the significance of the one you hadn’t heard about? 
28. What was the significance of the new, New York law? 
29. Who is credited with the beginning of factories in the U.S.? 
30. Why was New England the center of the industrial revolution? 
31. What was the Lowell system? 
32. How did the cotton gin impact southern planters? 
33. In what ways did the Market revolution change the role of women?  

“The occasion has been judged proper for asserting, as a principle, 
that the American continents, by the free and independent condition 
which they have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be 
considered as subjects for future colonization by any European 
powers…. 

Our policy in regard to Europe, which was adopted at an early 
stage of the wars which have so long agitated that quarter of the 
globe, nevertheless remains the same, which is, not to interfere in 

the internal concerns of any of its powers…. 

We should consider any attempt on their part to extend their system 
of government to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our 
peace and safety. With the existing colonies or dependencies of any 
European power we have not interfered and shall not interfere. .. 

But with the Governments who have declared their independence 
and maintain it, and whose independence we have, on great 
consideration and on just principles, acknowledged, we could not 
view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing them, or 
controlling in any other manner their destiny, by any European 
power in any other light than as the manifestation of an unfriendly 

disposition toward the United States….  

It is impossible that the allied powers (Europe) should extend their 
political system to any portion of either continent without 
endangering our peace and happiness; nor can anyone believe that 
our southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of their 
own accord. It is equally impossible, therefore, that we should 
behold such interposition in any form with indifference.  

 


